
ST. ELIZABETH PARISH

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE PARISH
July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020

Greetings my dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The past year has been full of unprecedented challenges to our personal lives and to our Catholic
Faith, not only in our community, but around the globe. The coronavirus pandemic forced the
cancellation or delay of many parish activities, including the administration of sacraments. This
included the celebration of public Masses, Easter celebrations, Confirmations, Baptisms, First
Communions, our parish trip to Rome, and many other parish and youth ministry events. Although
these cancellations were disheartening, I found solace in the outpouring of love from our parish
community.
Despite these difficult circumstances, I have never been so amazed at a parish community’s
resolve in being dedicated to Christ’s mission. Amidst the ongoing pandemic, I witnessed our
community come together to make masks for one another, parish ministries innovate new ways to
serve the community from afar, our office staff work overtime to reorganize the administration of
sacraments, including First Communions and live-streamed Masses, and so much more.
As we continue to adjust to a new normal, I pray that we remain rooted in our Eucharistic faith.
Jesus Christ is alive and well in each of us. When we participate in His sacrifice in the Eucharist at
Mass, we unite ourselves to God and to one another. May we all continue to grow deeper in our
relationship with Jesus Christ, and may we always remember that we are His Church. Let us never
waver in going out into the world to bring the Good News, especially in today’s world, which needs
the love of Christ now more than ever.
Please review this annual report for St. Elizabeth Parish which provides information from the last
fiscal year about the parish finances, parish ministries, and other significant events in the parish.
From this, I hope that you will once again appreciate the strength of our parish.
Thank you for your continued gift of your time and treasure. Your generous giving goes a long
way in sustaining the thriving Catholic community of St. Elizabeth Parish, both the church here in
Tecumseh and the Oratory in Clinton. I am continually inspired and awed by the generosity of this
parish family. May the peace of the risen Christ be with you always, and may God continue to bless
our parish this upcoming fiscal year.
In Christ,

Fr. Dan Wheeler



Ministries and Organizations
We thank all of you who serve our parish, our community, and our Lord through the following ministries.
We invite each of you to consider joining any ministry in which you may not already be involved:

Altar Servers Intercessory Prayer Team Faith Formation
Ministers of Hospitality Parish Prayer Warriors Youth Ministry
Music Ministry Prayer Chain RCIA/RCIC
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Stephen Ministry Funeral Ministry
Sacramental Preparation Migrant Ministry Parish Council
Homebound Ministries Men’s Discipleship Group Knights of Columbus
Technology &Media Helping Hands Bible Studies
Building and Grounds: Maintenance & Repairs Rosary Altar Society Event Hospitality

Fr. Dan Wheeler

In October 2019, Fr. Daniel
Wheeler celebrated his 71st
birthday. He has faithfully
served as a priest for 45 years
and has served our parish for
32 years; we sincerely thank
Fr. Dan for his service,
leadership, and unwavering
commitment to our parish
and the Catholic Church.

Fr. Peter Clark, Senior Priest
in Residence at St. Dominic
Oratory. We thank him for
his assistance in ministering
to our parish.

Clergy

Fr. Peter Clark

Stephen Ministry

We are blessed to have the continued
ministry of Dcns. Jim Nicholson and Ray
Pizana. Deacon Jim turned 76 in March,
and Deacon Ray turned 85 in June. This
December will mark the 33rd year that
Deacons Jim and Ray have served our
parish, helping with the RCIA program,
Baptism preparation, the Migrant Ministry,
and so much more. Both deacons have
dedicated many hours to our parish by
assisting Fr. Dan with weekend Masses,
visits to the sick, funerals, and more.

Deacon Jim
Nicholson

Deacon Ray
Pizana

Our parish added Stephen Ministry in 2018. Twenty-four parishioners participated in 50 hours of training and were
commissioned as Stephen Ministers. These ministers are equipped to provide one-to-one, male to male, female to female,
confidential, Christian care to individuals experiencing difficulties in their lives, such as loneliness, grief, relationship issues,
and illness. Stephen Ministers spend 1-1.5 hours a week with their Care Receivers, listening, praying, supporting and
encouraging them. This relationship lasts as long as it is needed. This past year, 23 Stephen Ministers provided 708 hours of
care for 35 Care Receivers and met twice a month for two hours of supervisory and continuing education, totaling 46 hours
each to date.
As the Pandemic continues, Stephen Ministry has been operating at full force. The need for distancing poses challenges to
the typical face-to-face meetings. Yet, adaptations are being made on a case-by-case basis, using the phone, video calls, and
meeting with social distancing guidelines. Of the over 700 hours of care provided this past year, over 200 hours have taken
place during the Pandemic.
Currently, two parishioners are training to become Stephen Leaders through an intensive online program and will be
commissioned at a Mass in September. This fall, applications will be extended to parishioners to enroll in the second Stephen
Ministry training. The starting date is not yet determined.
In the event you, a friend or relative could benefit from a Stephen Minister, or if you would like additional information, please
contact one of our leaders, Susan Ellis at (517) 673-7865 or Linda Herman (517) 662-0385.



Faith Formation and Education – St. Elizabeth Parish

Religious Education – Pre-K & Kindergarten

Ministry Catechists

Ministry of Sacraments – St. Elizabeth Parish

0

Sacrament Occurrences
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9

0

6

28

Profession of Faith & Adult Sacraments– Coordinated through the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA) and Children Ministries (RCIC) (Conversion to Catholicism)

Baptisms– Coordinated through the Baptism Preparation Program and the Pastoral Ministry

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion– Coordinated through the Sacramental
Preparation Programs and Religious Education

Confirmation– Coordinated through the Confirmation Program and Religious Education

Marriage– Coordinated through the Marriage Preparation Program and the Pastoral Ministry

Funerals/Memorial Services of the Deceased– Coordinated through the Pastoral Ministry

Enrollment

Religious Education – Elementary School
Religious Education – Middle School
Religious Education– High School
Youth Ministry
RCIA
Adult Bible Studies
Marriage Preparation
Baptism Preparation 11 2

16
155
6

14
73
34
44
25

3
8
3
6
5
4
2

Religious Vocations at St. Elizabeth Parish
Josh Bauer
Seminarian in
his 3rd-year at
St. John

David Hammer
To be ordained to
the permanent
Diaconate, Spring
of 2021.

Explanation - St. Elizabeth Parish
1. Profession of Faith and Adult Sacraments were postponed due to COVID-19 pandemic. Sacraments for RCIA will be
administered in August 2020. First Communions occurred one at a time at weekend Masses through the summer.

2. Confirmation scheduled for 2020 has been postponed until Spring of 2021.
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https://www.dioceseoflansing.org/vocations


Diocesan Service Appeal
The 2020 Diocesan Service Appeal was held in the spring, and I cannot begin to express my gratitude for the
financial sacrifices that you have made for this appeal, especially amidst the turmoil caused by the COVID-19
pandemic. By the great generosity of each one of you, we reached nearly 90% of our Diocesan Service Appeal Goal
($56,765) by the end of July. Thank you so much to each of you who contributed. The DSA campaign has been
extended by the Diocese, so there is still time to donate to reach 100% of our goal.
Thank you for your constant support and generosity. Your financial gifts provide the means for the Church to
thrive and serve our community. May God bless each of you as you help continue the mission of the Church.

In Christ,

Fr. Dan Wheeler

“Witness to Hope” Campaign
In 2017, the Diocese of Lansing launched a fundraising campaign to support the growing needs of our diocesan
community. The funds raised in this campaign allow our parish and our diocese to continue to nurture the Catholic
faith and provide for the many needs of our community by collecting funds for the purposes of strengthening our
parishes, youth and family formation, evangelizing and living our faith, caring for our priests, and supporting our
shared ministry.
While the initial pledging phase of the campaign is completed, the fulfillment of these pledges continues through
2022. Of the money raised, St. Elizabeth will receive 35% ($166,586) of the initial goal amount back and will
receive back 65% of any excess amount raised. To date, the parish has received $107,642.75 of the pledged amounts
paid.
Thank you to all who responded to God’s call in this way; we are deeply appreciative of your
continued financial support to our Church.

Online Giving
During the 2019–2020 fiscal year, approximately 34% of the Sunday Offertory came from our
Online Giving program, which is up from 29% from the previous two years. Thank you to everyone
who is enrolled in Online Giving. Online Giving is better for the environment and easier on our
parish staff. If you would like to enroll, visit www.stelizabethstdominic.org/parish-life/online-
giving, click on the link to Our Sunday Visitor, and follow the prompts to register an account.

Parish Revenue – St. Elizabeth Parish

Sunday & Holy Day Contributions $558,177
Regular Weekly Collections

Fund Raising $43,905
Roast Beef Dinner

Other Revenue $532,643
Interest, Bequests, Publications, Other Collections

Religious Education $7,030
Tuition: CCD, VBS
Total Revenue $1,141,755

3

4



External Giving – St. Elizabeth Parish

Diocesan Collections $8,705
Evangelization, Local & Global Missions, Retired Religious Fund,
Campaign for Human Development

Local Ministries $12,669
Helping Hands, Migrant Ministry
Total External Giving $21,374

3. Pandemic closing and reduction of church services caused offertory to decrease 6% from the previous year.
4. Other Revenue was favorably impacted for the year by the generous donation of the Sage Foundation for the
office building addition and the Parish share of the Witness to Hope donations.
5. Capital Expenditures reflect the construction cost of the office building addition; replacing the church central
air condition system, upgrading the electrical system in the parish center, and additional handicap parking.

6. The $233,427 deficit reflects withdrawals from savings to meet the capital and regular expenses for the year.

* Explanation of Values - St. Elizabeth Parish

Parish Expenses – St. Elizabeth Parish

Assessments $67,694
Represents Diocesan, Priest Retirement, School Assessments

Church Employee Benefits $23,378
Social Security, Disability, Hospitalization, Retirement

Pastoral & Secretarial Services Salaries $119,329
Pastor, Secretary, Musicians, & Visiting Priests Stipends

Christian Service, Parish Life & Worship $38,049
Hospitality, Ministries, Social Events, Funerals, Supplies,
Liturgical Roles, Music Ministry, Clergy Training & Education

Church Plant Operations $198,280
Maintenance Salaries/Supplies, Contracted Services,
Repairs/Utilities

Capital Expenditures $742,404
Equipment, Remodeling, Improvements

Administration $90,259
Office Supplies, Printing, Phone, Equipment, Postage, Etc.

Religious Education $95,789
Salaries, Benefits, Supplies, Instructional Materials
Total Expenses $1,375,182
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Parish Net Revenue – St. Elizabeth Parish

Parish Revenue $1,141,755

Parish Expense $1,375,182
Net Revenue ($233,427)6



Youth Ministry
Overview

We have had an . . . interesting year of Youth Ministry. Nevertheless, the youth in this parish never fail to
rejuvenate the Catholic faith and encourage each of us to grow deeper in our own faith. Our parish continues to
provide the youth with programs and opportunities that are exemplary in the Diocese of Lansing. We are grateful
for each of you who dedicate your time, talent, and resources to support our youth and youth programs. Because of
your gracious support, our youth continue to grow and thrive in their faith. Thanks especially to the devoted
donors, volunteers, and chaperones who make this all possible. Your contributions provide a mountain of
opportunities for our youth to engage in with the community and their faith.

Change in leadership
As many of you are aware, Kim Bauer stepped down from her role as the Director of Religious Education

in October of 2019. Heather Marsh, in addition to maintaining her role as the Coordinator of Youth Ministry,
assumed the role of Director of Religious Education shortly after. Savannah Ameel was then hired to act as
Heather’s assistant. We are extremely grateful for Heather and Savannah’s leadership and dedication to our youth.

Coronavirus impact and response
COVID-19 brought an abrupt end to our regular Faith Formation classes two months early. However, we

made sure to keep our students engaged despite the pandemic. Weekly emails went out to parents, encouraging
them to have family discussions and cultivate their faith at home in the weeks of quarantine. In addition, most
classes had at least one Zoom classroom meet-up. Many hours were spent playing games together, laughing, and
enjoying each other’s company from the safety of our own homes. This included package drop-offs of attendance
awards, prizes, and care packages.

We never missed a Youth Group! From March 18th to the end of May, Youth Group was held online. This
included an additional Sunday meeting that was held from the end of April through May, so students had the
opportunity to meet virtually twice a week. In-person meetings resumed on June 17th; meetings were held outside
while following social distancing guidelines. There were plenty of fun activities during this time, including our
“Nailed it!” cupcake decorating contest, a scavenger hunt, a trip to Frosty Boy, Life Skills, Olympics, and battle of
the sexes. Despite challenges from the pandemic, our youth continued to grow in their faith. We even started a
college women's bible study on Thursday nights at the fire pit. We completed one study and are in the middle of a
second.

Various solutions were made for students who were preparing to receive sacraments. Our amazing 2nd
grade teachers, Mats & Tara Holm, held Zoom lessons with the kids to wrap up the remaining lessons and prepare
them to receive Jesus in their First Holy Communion. As for confirmation, they took a different route, turning to
the online lessons available through Dynamic Catholic with a special online Zoom class from the Core Team. We
started celebrating First Communions one at a time during weekend Masses – check out our Facebook page or
website for pictures! Confirmation was postponed until next May so that our students can still be confirmed by the
Bishop at the Cathedral in Lansing. We are currently working on plans for the 2020-2021 school year.

"Nailed it!" Contest

Life Skills College Women's Bible Study

https://www.dioceseoflansing.org/vocations


Key Parish Updates
The Coronavirus Pandemic and its Impact at St. Elizabeth Parish
The Coronavirus pandemic has greatly impacted life around the globe and life at our parish. In an
unprecedented decision, many dioceses of the Catholic Church suspended the celebration of public
Masses along with the Sunday obligation to attend Mass in an effort to prevent the spread of the
virus. Public Masses were suspended for over a month in the Diocese of Lansing, and the
obligation to attend Mass has been suspended through November 28, 2020. Many of our parish
activities were cancelled or postponed, including the parish trip to Rome, our Kentucky Youth
Mission Trip, and the administration of various sacraments and sacramental prepration. Despite
these challenges and new restrictions, our parish has continued to support one another and to
thrive as a community of faith. From live-streaming Masses to staffing extra volunteers at our
services, we have been committed to sharing our faith with one another and to growing in love for
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.

Roast Beef Dinner
Through your support, our parish's only annual fundraiser raised over $33,500 in profits for the
parish this year, an increase from previous years. This community event provides the means
necessary to achieve our ministry and faith formation goals. The Roast Beef Dinner, thanks to our
many volunteers, donors, and attendees, continues to help our parish flourish. Thank you for your
time and generosity!

Our administrative parish offices have been located in the rectory since the rectory was
constructed in the 1950s.
Last year, the Parish Council and the Financial Council, working with Father Dan, approved the
construction of a separate parish office facility. Approvals from Bishop Boyea and various
diocesan committees were granted in May 2019 allowing construction to begin in August 2019.
The new offices are nearly complete! The office addition is approximately two thousand square
feet with five private offices for the pastor, the secretary, the bookkeeper, the deacons, and a
counseling room. The addition includes a large conference room and a wide entryway into the
Parish Center hall, making parish events more accessible and inviting.
The funding for the office addition came from Witness to Hope payments made by our
parishioners, from a very generous contribution by the Sage Foundation, and from parish savings
accumulated over many years of careful budgetary controls.

Parish Office Project



St. Elizabeth Parish Council
The Parish Council acts as a focal point of unity and a channel of communication and cooperation, planning for
future growth and coordinating the efforts and activities of the parish in the service of our mission. The Parish
Council consults with the pastor, and this consultation is derived from prayerful and thoughtful preparation and
joining together in the Holy Spirit. The Parish Council maintains a vision of the Church that reflects the people of
God acting as a community focused on evangelizing the people of God.

The St. Elizabeth Parish Council is composed of Stan Ames (Chair), Mary Kirby, Robyn Francis, David Hammer,
Jeff Monahan, Mary Kokenakes, Phil Van Allen, Jared Aymen, Liz Phelan, Todd Knepper, Heather Marsh,
Savannah Ameel, Dcn. Ray Pizana, and Fr. Daniel Wheeler.

St. Elizabeth Parish Finance Committee
The Finance Committee at St. Elizabeth Parish assists Father Dan in the financial matters of the parish, advising
him on making decisions regarding spending funds for the benefit of parishioners. The Finance Committee serves
as a consulting body for parish expenditures and (as needed) in any financial matter requiring the approval of the
bishop. The Finance Committee prepares an annual budget, promotes awareness of personal responsibility among
parishioners regarding good stewardship, and presents an annual report to the parish of our financial status.

The St. Elizabeth Parish Finance Committee is composed of John Ellis (Chair), Katie Mattison, Chris Ameel, Mary
Hadley, John Kuenzer, Evan Kirby, Drew Lesko, and Fr. Daniel Wheeler.

St. Elizabeth Parish Mission Statement
“We, the family of St. Elizabeth Parish, dedicated followers of Jesus Christ, guided by the Holy
Spirit and transformed by the celebration of the Eucharist and God’s Word, reach out to all God’s

people through charity, prayer, fellowship and service.”

St. Elizabeth Parish Media

www.stelizabethstdominic.org
Our website is the best place to learn more about parish life, ministries, sacraments, upcoming events, Catholic
media and news, and more. Download the myParish app on any smart phone or join our Facebook page to see the
Mass schedule and to receive reminders and cancellations for parish events.

https://stelizabethstdominic.org/
https://stelizabethstdominic.org/st-elizabeth-st-dominic-parish-app
https://www.facebook.com/St.Elizabeth.St.Dominic/
https://www.facebook.com/St.Elizabeth.St.Dominic/

